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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 
Ninety-seventh Report — “Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) 

Enforcement Amendment Bill 2016” — Tabling 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.33 pm]: I am directed to 
present the ninety-seventh report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, 
“Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Enforcement Amendment Bill 2016”. 
[See paper 4185.] 
Hon KATE DOUST: The report that I have just tabled advises the house of the committee’s views and 
recommendations regarding the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Enforcement 
Amendment Bill 2016 currently before the house. The purpose of the bill is to amend the 
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Enforcement Act 1996 to reflect recent amendments to 
the commonwealth legislation made in response to recommendations by the Australian Law Reform 
Commission for reform of the National Classification Scheme. 
The reforms can be summarised as follows: to broaden the scope of existing exempt film categories and 
streamline exemption arrangements for festivals and cultural institutions; to enable certain content to be 
classified using classification tools; to create an explicit requirement in the classification act to display 
classification markings on all classified content; and to expand the exceptions to the modifications rule so that 
films and computer games that are subject to certain types of modifications do not require classification again. 
As the commonwealth plays the primary role in classification regulation, the reforms required substantial 
amendments to the commonwealth act, and largely administrative amendments to the Western Australian act. In 
its analysis of the bill the committee did not identify any clauses that impact upon parliamentary sovereignty. 
I commend the report to the house. 

Ninety-eighth Report — “Obsolete Legislation Repeal Bill 2015” — Tabling 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.37 pm]: I am directed to 
present the ninety-eighth report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, 
“Obsolete Legislation Repeal Bill 2015”. 
[See paper 4186.] 
Hon KATE DOUST: The report that I have tabled advises the house of the committee’s views and 
recommendations regarding the Obsolete Legislation Repeal Bill 2015. The committee has examined the bill and 
has received evidence regarding the statutes and imperial acts that have been selected for repeal in this bill. 
The Department of the Attorney General has identified three Western Australian Acts that are obsolete and should 
be removed from the statute book: the Business Licensing Amendment Act 1995, the Fire and Emergency 
Services Authority of Western Australia (Consequential Provisions) Act 1998 and the Housing Societies Repeal 
Act 2005. The committee takes no issue with the repeal of these acts. The bill also proposes the repeal of six 
imperial acts that are so out of date that they have been superseded by more modern legislation both in content and 
in terms of community expectations. The committee also supports the repeal of the six imperial acts in the bill. 
However, the committee does not support the repeal of the Sunday Entertainments Act 1979 in clause 6 of the 
bill. The repeal of the Sunday Entertainments Act would change the process by which public entertainment is 
regulated on Sundays, Good Friday and Christmas Day in this state and is a significant change in government 
policy on this issue. This bill is not the appropriate mechanism to implement such a change, as statutes review 
bills such as this bill should deal with only minor or administrative changes to legislation. The committee 
therefore recommends that the Legislative Council amend the bill to delete clause 6, which proposes to repeal 
the Sunday Entertainments Act 1979. 
The committee further recommends that, subject to this amendment, the bill be passed. I commend the report to 
the house. 

Ninety-ninth Report — “Inquiry into the Statute Book” — Tabling 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.38]: I am directed to 
present the ninety-ninth report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, 
“Inquiry into the Statue Book”. 
[See paper 4187.] 
Hon KATE DOUST: The report that I have just tabled advises the house that the committee has progressed its 
inquiry into the statute book, but has been unable to conclude its inquiry to its satisfaction. The committee has 
regrettably been unable to dedicate the necessary resources and time to this inquiry, largely as a result of the 
committee’s ongoing role in scrutinising uniform legislation and other bills that are referred by the 
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Legislative Council. The committee has corresponded with other Australian and international jurisdictions to 
compare and contrast the approach taken in Western Australia to updating the statute book. 

The committee notes the operation of the Premier’s Repeal Day and commends the government for its current 
work in identifying obsolete legislation for repeal, but notes that if the processes currently in place in 
Western Australia continue, it may very well take decades for obsolete legislation to be removed from the statute 
book. There is potential for this state to take an innovative and more efficient approach to identifying and 
repealing obsolete legislation, based on the methods used in other jurisdictions. 

I commend the report to the house. 
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